
The Presbyterian Church of Upper Montclair 

Sunday, January 11, 2026                                                                                          10:00 a.m.  
*If you are able, please stand.                       Please turn off cell phones. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD 
“The apostles remembered what many modern Christians tend to forget— 
that what makes the gospel offensive isn’t who it keeps out but who it lets in.  
If we're honest with ourselves, this asks a lot of us.” 

              Rachel Held Evans, Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again 

     

Prelude                                         Take Me to the Water                                        spiritual 

                                                                               Anne Marie Juliano, piano                                

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 146)                         Gary Diamante 

One: Praise the LORD!  

      All: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals in whom there is no help. 

When their breath departs, they too return to the earth. 

But happy are those whose help is the God of their lives, those whose hope is in 
the name of their God. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;  

the LORD watches over the stranger. 

Because we have all wandered and been welcomed home, 

we will praise the LORD! 

*Opening Hymn 475    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                       Nettleton 

Prayer of Preparation and Confession (unison)                               

One: O God, we confess that we have wandered from you in thought, word and deed 

      All: by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We have missed the mark, straying from abundant living in your Presence, 

And we, and others, have suffered the consequences. 

In your mercy, gracious One, forgive what we have been, help us re-direct 
what we are, and inspire what we shall be,  

so that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways 
to the glory of your holy name. 

We offer our silent prayers. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Prayer Hymn 425 (seated)  Son of God, Whose Heart Is Peace 
Tama Ngakau Marie 

Assurance of God’s Love and Forgiveness            Pastor Greg Horn 

*We Give God Glory (Hymn #582) 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. (sing 3 times) 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be.  Amen. 

Welcome & Life of the Church                                 
(Please fill out the Friendship Pad completely and pass it along.) 

Solo                                                                                                                Courtney Porter 

Time for Children                               
(All children are invited forward. Afterward, all children may attend Sunday School.) 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

Scripture Reading (p.156 of NT)                                                                 Acts 10:1-17a (NRSV) 

1In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort... 2He was a 
devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people 
and prayed constantly to God. 3One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which 
he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius.” 4He stared at him 
in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” [The angel] answered, “Your prayers and your alms 
have ascended as a memorial before God. 5Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who 
is called Peter; 6he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 7When 
the angel who spoke to him had left, [Cornelius] called two of his slaves and a devout 
soldier… who served him, 8and after telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa. 
9About noon the next day, as they were… approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to 
pray. 10He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being prepared, he 
fell into a trance. 11He saw the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, 
being lowered to the ground by its four corners. 12In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures 
and reptiles and birds of the air. 13Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”  
14But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.”  
 15The voice said to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.” 16This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. 
17Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen. 

One:  The Word of the Lord. 
     All:  Thanks be to God.     



Scripture Reading (p.157 of NT)                           Acts 10:25-31, 34-36, 44-48 (NRSV)             

25On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshiped him. 26But Peter made 
him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” 27And as he talked with him, he went in and 
found that many had assembled; 28and he said to them, “You yourselves know that it is unlawful 
for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call 
anyone profane or unclean. 29So when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask 
why you sent for me?” 30Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I 
was praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31He said, 
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God.’ 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.   
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

One:  The Word of the Lord. 
     All:  Thanks be to God.     

Sermon                              “I'm as Surprised as You Are”                Pastor Greg Horn 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*Hymn 375                         Shall We Gather at the River                            Hanson Place 

Prayer of the People 

We Worship With Our Offerings  

Offertory Anthem                   Come to the Water                                  Foley/Hasseler  
Chancel Choir 

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: without money, without price. 

 Why should you pay the price, except for the Lord? 

And let all who seek, let them come to the water. 
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: without money, without strife. 

Why should you spend your life, except for the Lord? 

*We Give Praise to God (Hymn #606)                                                                       Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Hymn 12                    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                              St. Denio 

*Charge and Benediction  

Postlude                                     



WELCOME and thank you for your part in this service of worship. If you are a visitor at the Presbyterian 
Church of Upper Montclair (PCUM), you are especially welcome. May you sense in this place the presence and 
the love of God in Christ. After worship, you are invited for refreshments and conversation in Fellowship Hall. 

PLEASE ASK AN USHER for anything you might need, and please help fellow worshipers by exiting and 
entering the sanctuary at times other than during prayers or scripture readings. 

CHILDCARE for toddlers and a nursery for younger children are always available during worship in the 
North Wing, located off Fellowship Hall. Please ask an usher for directions. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for all children preschool through 7th grade are located in the North Wing. 
Ask the ushers for directions. If you are sending your kids to Sunday School for the first time, please step out 
briefly as your children are dismissed to fill out a registration form before returning to the sanctuary. 

JAN 18th INFO MEETING ON SUMMER 2026 MISSION TRIP (June 28-July 10) TO PERU – 
Attention, all high school youth (rising 9th graders & older), college students, and parents: If you are 
interested in taking part in PCUM’s every-other-year international Youth/Young Adult Mission Trip to Peru, 
you are invited to gather in the upstairs Youth Room after worship on Sunday, January 18th @ 11:30 am. 

NEXT ADULT STUDY CLASS ON PCUM STAINED GLASS WINDOWS JANUARY 25TH – On 
Sunday, January 25th from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm, you are invited to the latest in a monthly series of 1-hour 
long class led by Pastor Greg Horn studying the beautiful stained glass "aisle windows" in PCUM's sanctuary.   
This month’s focus will be on the middle window on the sanctuary’s west side (the window with the boy’s face 
at the top) that depicts the young Jesus teaching in the Temple. Hope to see you there!  

PIZZA & MOVIE NIGHT @ PCUM– Kids and parents! On Friday evening, January 30th, at 6 p.m., 
families with children 2nd grade & younger (older siblings are welcome!), are invited to a FREE evening 
of movie-watching, fellowship, and fun for kids and families! Pizza and salad, with a short child-friendly 
film screening. RSVP to Millie Tourtelot at millie@pcum.org.  

SAVE THE DATE!  PROGRESSIVE DINNER 2026 –PCUM’s popular Progressive Dinner is back and 
scheduled for the evening of Saturday, March 14th. Mark your calendar and book your babysitter to be 
part of this fun, 3-stage evening when friendships are made, renewed, and deepened. Anyone and everyone 
new to PCUM are honored guests! More details coming soon! 

VOLUNTEER TO SERVE HUNGRY NEIGHBORS – Twice each month, you are invited to join fellow 
PCUM volunteers serving hungry and food-insecure neighbors. Sign up at www.pcum.org/serve-others. 

DEDICATE FLOWERS – You can honor/memorialize loved ones by dedicating flowers for any Sunday 
morning worship service throughout the year. The suggested donation for two bouquets is $80. Sign up on 
the Flower Calendar in the Deacons’ Corner or online at www.pcum.org.  
MIDDLE SCHOOLERS! PCUM’S vibrant Middle School Youth Group meets Wednesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. 
throughout the year ahead! All teens and tweens 6th–8th grade are invited to come out to have fun and share 
dinner with friends. Contact Garrett Pahl (garrett@pcum.org) and/or Sierra Joy (sierra@pcum.org).  

OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2026 are available. If you would like envelopes, please request them on the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex or you can email (pcum@pcum.org) or call the church office (973-746-3854).   

PLEASE SUBMIT 2026 PLEDGE CARDS! –If you would like to pledge but haven’t submitted your 2026 
Pledge Card, you are invited to pledge today during the morning offering—using a Pledge Card available at the 
ends of each pew and on the table at the sanctuary entrance. To pledge online, please go to pcum.org/give.   

PCUM’s Core Values: 

Thoughtful, Nourishing Worship       Vibrant Ministry to Children & Youth     

Relationships       Participation       Service to Others and to the World     Relevance and Authenticity   
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of Upper Montclair 
53 Norwood Avenue 
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